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Declaration of the Comte de Tourville Commandant | his 
Z moſt Chriſtian AM"'** fleet. 


Tranſlated from the French Original. 


| He Engliſh poſſibly may be ſenſible, novy the French Fleetis upon their 
« Coaſts, hovv much they hauec been deluded theſetyyo years by falſe notions, 
induſtriouſly impos'd upon them of the yveaxneſl of France, and ſtrengrk of the 
Allies. They may percciue that thoſe, vyho by ſubyerting the Lavys of the 
Governement,and diſpoſleſſing the righfull King, have dravvn fo poyverfullan 
Enemy upon them , haucalſo brought them ſo lovy,thar they are nor able, even 
Fvith the help of the Dutch, ro maintan the Dominion of their ovyn Sea, nor 
Preferyetheir trade, & rhemſelyes from, ytter ruine... The People, inſtead of 
that full enjoyment of their Liberties : \Propertics, vvhich,they promis'd ro 
thmſclvesfrom their neyy Maſter, bave neyer been more oppreſs'd vvith Taxes, 
& the vexations of Arbitrary procedings, & wvith all thoſe miſchief: , the bare 
pprehenſion vyherof has hurried them into their preſent extremities. 
+ The Ulurper at firſt extorted great ſums from a Parliament abonding in Preſ- 
byterians,by giving up to them the ReligionEſtablisht by Lavy. He has (queez'd 
more out of this laſt Church-of-England Parliament, by facrificing the Presby- 
tcrians to them : all the* yyhile equally fleecing both. Thele aids vvere more 
than needed'tho ſecure the Quiet an Trade of the Kingdome, both at home & 
vroad , if chey had been applied that vvay , & not diverted to ſecret & infini- 
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indred from taking an account of this Money , leaſt their Eyes ſhould be open'd, 
and thedeſign of their toraloppreſhon expos'd to theix, clear vievy. That oppreſ- 
fon yyould haue been eaſy enough , if Uſurper had not met vvith ſuch an 
Encmy as the King of France. Bur it yyould be more caſy, if the Nation de- 
priv'd of trade; drain'd of Money an divided by the animoſity of tyvo Parties, 
both fomented by the Uſurper, vvith higcountenancing novy the one, and novv 
ze other , become adefenceleſl looker 6n, vyhile the Authority of the Lavys 
is ſubjected rothe foreign force , vvith yyhich he ſeeks ro fill the Kingdom, 
His vycakness vvill oblige him to go b yet a vyhile in overreaching the En- 
glish,, and perſuading them his Moft Chriſtian Majeſty arms fo ſtrongly , only 
xo purſue the pretences vvith vyhich heamus'd themar firſt , rodrive them into 
ater ruine , by engaging them to maintain to the utmoſt a quarrel vyhich is his 
DUvn , not theirs. In the mean time thegFrench come not againſt the English 
zut againſt an Uſurper , vvho has engage them into a Revolr equally con- 
trary to the Doctrine of the Church of England, an the Layvs of the King- 
lom ; and on vyhich hecould pur no better colour than the votes of men con- 
ren'd vvithout Legal Aurhority : in a vyord, vvho actually has brought more 
miſchief upon them in cighteen months, than an Enemy could haue don in a 
pong, VVar- 2 2H hg OE 
Therc are many vvho preſerve a ſence of their fidelity: imports to vnite, and 
\fſure themſelves His moſt Chriſtian Majeſty hs no deſign to Invade the En- 
olich Nation , nor take advantage of their diſorders for his particular ends, He 
Has preſerv'd their Lavvful Souereign for them , ani the Heir apyarent of the 
Crovyn, from vyhom they may hope for quier & ſecurity , vyhich they cat 
pever expedt vyhile foreign and uſurping hands are, & alvvays vvil be ſnarching 
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the Croyvn. He has furnish'd His Majeſty of great Brittain vvith means to k 
himſelf up in Ireland, & to prevent the Uſurper from ruining them utterly 
by the caſiness vvith yyhich they pur into his hands the opportunity to enſlau 
them, He 1s in a condition to cross all his deſigns by ſending neyv ſuccours to Hi 
Majeſty of Great Britain , and cutting off the means of ſubſiſting from the Ene 
mys His conduQis demonſtration thathe aims at nothing but the Reſtoratio 
of a Prince his Ally, and neyer dreame- of deſtroying a Kingdom , vvhich he 
ma! es it his buſiness to preſerye to him, All then yyho loue their King , their 
Countrey, their Religion , their Lavvi , & the good of the Kingdom , ought rg 
be ſenſible that they cannot run themſe;vesinto any danger ſo great , as being a 
the mercy of the Prince o FOrange,if oxce he be our of fear of His moſt Chrittiar 
Mcics Arms , & getthe Irish thorn ourof his foot ; and that the French far from 
Enemies, are truly the Defenders of their Liberty. | 

It is therefore declar'd thatas on the one fide His M.ties Fleet has order! 
to fall upon the enemies and rebels &f his M.t'y of England vyherever the 
ſhall be found : ſo on the other tharzll vvho yyvill return to their duty , 8 
recogniſe their ovvn King , shall notbe look'd upon as enemies : that on the 
contrary they $hall meet vvith all poſſible Kindness & fſuccour for themſely 
as vvell as all other his good ſubjets : that no hoſtility shall be exercis'd againf 
the Perſons,or Places rekich-yvi I return to his obedience. T hat vve $hall confic 
in all yvho shall come authoris'd by him , & joyn vvith them in all expedient 
proper to avoid shedding the blood of his People , and the other milcries « 
vyar. And that vye shall*make it effetually appears, that as vve act according 
to the intentions of a Prince yyhoſe goodnefle tovvards them had no bounds 
and the vvant of vyhoſe mild Covernement has been ſo often laniented', wy 
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may farther be aflur'd , what regard shall be —_— cir ſervice vyho sh 
become examples tro others , & revvards procur'dfor them , ſuch as thei 
fidelity can ex-e&, And e hope, that thoſe yvHo mas: have been ſurpris'c 
by paſſion & the artifices of enemies to..aheir quiet, vvill open their eyes 
ac..novyvledge the fin eriry of our inffEntions , thanx France for preſerving 
fo good a Maſter for them , & become ſenſible, that as they cannor hope for 
any end of their misfortunes and di oe bur by his-.return , they can a 
little expe their Trade again , asJÞbg as it depends on Allies fo muct 
intereſted as the Hollanders, vvho in less t'an a year of their cloſe. union 
haye:don them more harm, than/in many years of open Vyaty.. of 


"4 \% 


